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Toc H is a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships, and offer 
service, across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group - at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 


seeks to serve the community around it. 


Toc H was founded in 1915 by the Revd 
P B ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since then has 
been providing opportunities for people 
to test the Christian way by practical 
experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 


1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word 
and deed the prejudices which 
separate people, 

2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views 
of others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual 
nature of man and to test the 


Christian way by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about Toc H and about the world, as 
well as a record of Toc H service. Its 
title derives from the third of these 
Four Points. Letters, articles and news 
items are welcomed and should be 
addressed to The Editor, Point three, 
at the address below. 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily 
those of the Toc H movement. 


Point three is available trom Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy or 
£3.60 per annum. Any contribution 
towards the high cost of postage will 
be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 01296 623911. 

Fax: 01296 696137. 

Editor: Ruth Boyd 
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Three Steps to Heaven 


a song entitled, Three Steps to Heaven. 
Toc H more for the future, we might 
le, practical way of developing the 


Elvis Presley once sang 
As we look at developing | 
adopt that song title as a simp 
Movement. 


In essence, there are three steps involved in the development of 
Toc H. First is to bring in new people. The second is to Involve 
them in some activity. The third is to find ways of continuing that 
friendship, so that we can lead them to membership. 


In this, our 80th birthday year, the Share the Peace initiative 
provides a very simple way of accomplishing those three steps. | 
We have all been delighted at the steps being made towards 
reconciliation and peace in some places throughout the world. All 

of us share a concern that conflict should be resolved and that 

peace should reign. The Share the Peace initiative is a simple 

way of inviting people to express that concern and to make their 

own small contribution to making a world where peace is the 
dominant factor. Through the Share the Peace initiative we have 

a simple activity which everyone can participate in. That is the 
second step to heaven. 


The first step is to invite friends, neighbours, and people in the 
local community to join in this simple activity. The third step is to 
make sure that, after their involvement in the Vigil, we keep in 
touch with them, not just as participants in a vigil, but as new 
friends for Toc H. 


We are at a crucial time in the development of the Movement. 
We need new people to be involved and we need simple ways 
through which we can tell people of the great things Toc H does. 
| hope everyone in Toc H will take the opportunity of using the 
Share the Peace initiative to make new friends. 


But we also need confidence. Confidence is worth nothing if it is | 
built on the sand of practical human activity alone. Confidence 
must be rooted in the rock which is God himself. 


Rooted in God, and confident that Toc H remains and will 
continue to be God's show, we can look for growth. The Share 
the Peace initiative, along with all our other 80th birthday 
celebrations, is a way of shining the Toc H light out in front of 
many people. 


| hope you will take this chance to step out in 1995 with 


confidence, looking for growth, while Sharing the Peace. 


Revd J Alan Johnson 
National Chaplain 


: eas for Creating New Membership 


ollewing the appointment of 

the Division One staff team, 

we agreed early on that one 
of us would visit every branch in the 
Division on behalf of the team. The 
information we have gathered, 
together with the enthusiasm we 
have been able to generate, has 
begun to create a sense of real 
partnership between staff and 
members. 


During our branch visits we have all 
heard the same message: ‘We need 
to get young/more people into the 
Movement’. 


To help address this issue, | have 
developed - with the assistance of 
my divisional colleagues - a 
Recruitment Event Package. It is 
delivered locally, at branch level, in 
the form of a discussion and covers 
the following questions: 


E WHY do you want to recruit 


volunteers/members? 


To WHOM and WHERE are you 
promoting your activity/ branch? 


@ HOW are you promoting your 


activity/branch? 


m WHAT are you promoting? (What 


message are you giving?) 


The event, by tackling these key 
questions, concentrates the attention 
and helps those present to clearly 
identify the issues. 


The event having taken a hard look 
at what is happening now, then 
progresses to: 


@ HOW are you going to do the 
above now/in the future? 


The event finishes with a clear 
understanding of who is going to do 
what and in what time scale. 


More recently - with those branches 
with whom we are more familiar - we 
have adapted the programme to ask: 


E How many members do you want 
in the next three months? 

E How many members do you want 
in the next year? 

E Can you name these people? 


B® Who is going to approach them? 
E What are you going to say? 


Itis too early yet to gauge the success 
ofthese events, but progressis being 
made. Promotional material is being 
distributed, people are being spoken 
to, and enthusiasm to tackle the 
problem anew is being generated. 
The Divisional Team alone cannot 
solve the recruitment problems. 
That effort must come from you, the 
current membership. 


| would like to share some findings 
with you that have surfaced from 
Recruitment Events to date: 


1. The vast majority of people inside 
the Movement have been invited to 
join, so don’t wait for others to ask 
you if they can join - it’s up to you to 
invite them. 


2. There are a number of helpers 
who work alongside branches. They 
often choose not to join because 
they cannot attend branch meetings. 
Should this preclude them from 
membership, when they already help 
with our work? We must be careful 
not to discourage valuable potential 
long-term support. 


3. Toc H has a habit of going on 
quietly about its work. Most 
branches use little or no local 
promotional material with their 
communities. Should we then be 
surprised that people don’t approach 
us? The Divisional Team will 
undertake to produce locally useful 
promotional material in accordance 


with the Toc H Corporate identity. 
There are also supplies of national 
promotional material available from 
Headquarters. 


oe Finally, may | share three 
TR. stories with you? 


1. In Leeds, a branch comprising 


| four women was contemplating 


closure. This was because one of 
the members was due to go into a 
Sheltered Accommodation Unit. The 
branch decided to hold their last 
meeting in that Unit. Fifteen people 
attended - itwasn’ttheir last meeting! 


2. In Coupar Angus, Scotland, we 
tried a different approach, which was 
more direct. It involved working on 
the basis of how many members the 
branch wanted to recruit in the next 
three months and whether they had 
specific people in mind. We then 
discussed how we might encourage 
those people to become members. 
They specified three within three 
months, and nine within 12 months. 
These people were named. At a 
recent Open Night all nine attended 
and it is likely that four of these will 
become members in the near future. 


3. In Sheffield one branch meets for 
fellowship, but there is another 
affiliated group of helpers involved 
who organise and run a number of 
activities. The local Chair was unable 
to encourage them to become 
members of the branch and is now 
investigating the possibility of setting 
up a local District Branch. 


Finally, if your branch wants to 
effectively tackle the issues raised in 
this article, we would be delighted to 
present you with the questions and 
the means of discussing them. We 
can also support your efforts with 
handouts. 


| would like to leave you with this 
challenge. Are you part of the 
Problem or part of the Solution? 
For further details please contact 
Barry Englefield, Division One 
Training Officer, 5 Bentinck Street, 
Conisbrough, Doncaster 
DN12 3EW. Tel: 01709 860053 E 
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and the weather front continues 
to bring high winds and storms 
across the Midlands and the East 
ofthe country, before moving onto 
the continent later in the day...’. 
Bill Giles, BBC weather - 9.28 pm 
Monday 5 December. 


B} efore | became a Toc H 
| Long Term Volunteer 

| =“ (LTV), the weather never 
bothered me. If it snowed I'd 
simply have to set out a little 
earlier to get to work on time; if the 
forecast was good | could get 
away with an extra ten minutes in 
bed - but when a meteorological 
figure of some authority informs 
you that a day, that has taken 
considerable planning to organise, 
faces force nine gales and 
torrential rain, then the anxiety 
level begins to rise. 


Tuesday morning | awoke to find 
that no roof tiles had blown off 
during the night and the sun was 
shining on the mini-bus parked 
outside. The optimistic side of me 
took this to be a good omen and, 
at eight o'clock, | jumped into the 
bus to rejoin my days of nine-to- 
five and traffic jams. The day was 
to be spent on Cannock Chase, 
bringing together local employers 
and 25 students from Moreton 
2000, a local Community Initiative, 
who had expressed a wish to work 
on the Chase. 


ls Good To Talk 


| arrived at Moreton to be greeted 
by Lin Blake of Wolverhampton 
TEC, my co-collaborator. The 
school doors were flung open as 
25 students, happy with the fact 
that they had a day off school, 
hurtled towards the waiting 
transport. Nine students hopped 
on the bus and we were off. 


We arrived at the old Visitors’ 
Centre and, after coffee, a steady 
stream of the local employers who 
had been invited, began to arrive. 
By 10.15 the teams had been 
identified and the first part of the 
day began. Three challenges had 
been devised to encourage team- 
work, all of which used blindfolds 
and required clear instructions to 
complete the tasks. 

stood watching Men United 

pretending to be lost in the 

fog, the idea being to make 
their way back to safety guided by 
a whistle. One whistle for left, two 
for right and so on. Chaos ensued 
- ten people wandering in different 
directions, much to the frustration 
of an irate whistle blower. 


Cannock Campers were pitching 
a tent blindfolded. | was greeted 
by a scene that resembled a 
medieval jousting competition - 
with tent poles waving in the air. 


Jammie Dodgers, the third and 
final team, were crossing a 


polluted river by means of a jigsaw 
bridge - | just hoped they could all 
swim! 


ore challenges followed - 
and the team-work 

ls w= developed. After each 
challenge it was good to see the 
students presenting their ideas 
and findings to the rest of the 
group. 

After lunch we made our way onto 
the Chase Access Project and 
tried walking parts of the path 
blindfolded, to experience what it 
would be like to be blind, or 
partially sighted. 


The final challenge was a ‘stump 
digging’ contest and the girls 
succeeded in removing their 
stump first, but again team-work 
was the victor. The day ended with 
coffee and presentations and the 
opinion that the event had been a 
SUCCESS. 


The title sums up the day and, as 
we returned to the school, | was 
able to reflect on the day as 
immensely enjoyable. | leave the 
last words to Graham, a teacher 
from Moreton - ‘Oh well, back to 
reality.’ 


lf today was a fantasy | hope there 
are plenty more days like it! 


Mike Rowlands 
LTV Cannock Chase 


n the Toc H Working with 

Conflict course at Alison 

House last September, | 
was mightily impressed by the 
enthusiasm and commitment of the 
Toc H staff and volunteers who 
were on the course. | wonder, 
though, whether there is for some 
people in Toc H, an issue which 
hasn't been resolved - whether the 
reconciling and serving work of the 
organisation, as | understand it, is 
sufficient in itself, or whether it 
should be accompanied by the 
fourth aim of ‘acknowledging the 
spiritual nature of man and testing 
the Christian way by trying it’ and, if 
so, how that should be done? 


On the course were people of 
different denominations and some 
who wouldn't wish to be too closely 
associated with any. Ideas about 


God, Jesus and the Christian wary”, 
Scriptures and Tradition were in yh hl 
A ne Y, 
some cases clearly formed and in $ Fae 
A f 


others quite fluid. The difference in 
approach seemed to centre upon 
whether it was form or content that 
was important. Should we be 
seeking to firm up the framework of 
faith, so that the framework itself it, is of reconciliation and 
became a benchmark by which you service - the growth of trust 
could recognise a fellow member of and commitment amongst people 
Toc H, or whether it was just the of different backgrounds and 

'right sort of approach that experience. That means risk. 
mattered?’ Without risk, nothing worthwhile 
happens in human relationships. 
Real meeting carries with it the 
risk of rejection or failure but, more 
importantly, it carries with it the 
Possibility of growth, Unwillingness 
to take the risk means that no real 
meeting can happen and, worst of 
all, Suspicions about the ‘different! 
person begin to grow. 


he 3 


he vision, as | understand 


suppose it’s rather like the 

head/heart tension. One 

person would wish to say 
that provided everyone was true 
to their feelings and honest with 
themselves, it would be all right. 
Another would insist that all 
members should assent to the 
‘constitution’, contained, they might 
believe, in the Bible, the Creeds or 
the traditions of the Church. 


In fact, risking rejection and failure 
means that we Step outside the 
boundaries and frameworks we 
are used to - the compartments 
into which we place people 
physically and mentally. So, if we 
Step outside the boundaries we 


Tubby Clayton created for Toc H 
a vision and a framework within 
which to make that come to life. 
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are saying that the content - the 
real meeting of people - is what it 
is all about. The boundaries are 
only our servants, to be used only 
in so far as they serve the vision. 


| think | can now hear voices 
coming over the ether saying ‘hold 
on a minute, what happens if you 
dispense with all boundaries and 
structures? Chaos, surely!’ But 
then | can also hear a voice 
wafting in from long, lang, ago 
Saying: ‘The Sabbath was made 
for man, not man for the Sabbath 
but, in another breath, saying ‘Do 
not imagine that | have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets. | 
have come not to abolish, but to 
complete them. | tell you solemnly: 
till heaven and earth disappear 
not one dot, not one little stroke 


_A 


“a he Law until 
vem 


shall disatspes: | 
its purpose £ si 


Tubby Clayton cismantled many 
fences that kept people apart, and 
many that kept people away from 
the Faith that he held. The result 
has been that Toc H has remained 
on the fringes of the Christian 
Church rather than at the heart of 
it, just as the Early Christian 
Church remained on the fringes of 
the Jewish community. Perhaps 
the similarities go further than that 
too: There was the same 
emphasis by the leaders of both 
organisations on meeting people 
of different backgrounds and 
social class. There would also 
have been the same emphasis on 
gatherings where people could 
escape from the rigours of their 
everyday lives and hear a 
message of hope for mankind. 
S the heart of the Church to 
dull the message, to 

marginalise the risk takers? Why 
would some within Toc H be 
heading in that direction? 


o, what has happened at 


Survival is a basic instinct in all of 
us, and we have survived through 
a mixture of prudence and playing 
the wild card. Evolution has thrown 
the wild cards into the struggle for 
survival and the good ones have 
emerged triumphant. Human 
society has done the same. 
Religions die if they don't do the 
the same. 


Sometimes wild cards have 
radically altered species - like 
making them walk on their hind 
legs and grow big brains. Wild 
cards have radically altered 
religions - reformers in the mould 
of Martin Luther and John Wesley. 
T the evolution of religions 
are means of their adapting 
to a changing environment. The 
species or religion that refuses to 
change is doomed to die. | was 


sad and frustrated when offering 
this opinion to a slightly drunken 


he evolution of species and 


memter of an authoritarian 
Christian denomination a few days 
ago, only to be given the reply, 
‘knickers’, and a flat refusal to 
discuss the matter further. It 
seemed as if he was heading up a 
personal evolutionary cul-de-sac. 

¢ change, and having the 

courage to pursue it, is just 

as necessary for any member of 
Toc H as it is for a member of any 
other organisation. That change 
may well be the process of 
adapting to what has happened as 
a result of our own maturation and 
changed perspectives. God, to a 
child, is seen as parent - and can 
only possibly be imagined as such, 
because parents are the prime 
givers / withholders / lovers / 
punishers in the child’s life. Again | 
hear a voice echoing through time 
saying ‘When | was a child, | used 
to talk like a child, think like a child 
and argue like a child...’ 


onfronting the need for 


In order to become adult and act in 
adult ways, our world view has to 
change. It means taking becoming 
responsible for ourselves, taking 
risks, finding our own way, making 
our own judgements without 
relying on parent figures. Here it is 
important to distinguish between 
parent figures and people whose 
love and judgement we trust. We 
may relate to another person, and 
receive much that is inspirational 
and lifegiving, without being in the 
position of a child looking up at a 
parent. Toc H must allow its 
members to explore, to discover 
new frameworks for the old truths, 
new view points and perspectives 
in theology. It must, as a good 
family does, allow diversity of 
opinion, practice, and accord to all 
equal respect and love. Equally, 
those who are accorded that 
respect must show reciprocal 
tolerance. If there is nothing worse 
than an intolerant parent, it might 
just be an intolerant child! 


| hear more voices: ‘It’s scary and 
uncomfortable when nothing is 
fixed, nothing is sure, everything is 


in a state of flux. More than that 
it's downright dangerous!’ True, it 
is. None, however, least of all 
Jesus, said that it wouldn't be. 


The Toc H Vision 


What | saw at Alison House was a 
group of people who were in one 
way or another propelled by a 
vision - the Toc H vision. That was 
what hooked them and brought 
them into the Movement. Only 
after that, | think, came the need to 
make sense of what they were 
doing in terms of an organised 
belief and structured organisation. 
Only as they belonged and worked 
for the vision, their actions came to 
show a unity of purpose and a 
commitment to the work of 
reconciliation. As Bishop Michael 
Marshall said, ‘First comes 
belonging, then believing and 
lastly behaving.’ Michael is a great 
risk taker who wouldn't deny that 
he teeters on the edge of nervous 
breakdown, or that he has been 
over the edge a time or two. He is 
vastly energetic, charismatic and 
unpredictable. He loves to sit light 
to structures and rules, but, he is 


amazingly creative! 

A person who has the nerve 

to write to you in your own 

magazine and make such 
judgements about the life of your 
organisation? Only a humble 
parish clergyman who has just 
clocked up his first 25 years. For 
the last 15, Priest-in-Charge of 
Edale, an isolated valley 
community of 340 people - and, at 
the same time, Warden of the 
Derby diocesan residential youth 
centre, both in the Peak District of 
Derbyshire. l'm a man who has a 
love/hate relationship with the 
Church of England, but who knows 
that its structures, not least of 
which are its monthly pay 
cheques, help me to serve the 
young people who come in their 
thousands each year to Champion 
House and the people of the 
valley. 


nd, finally, who is this 


Adrian Murray-Leslie 
u 
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L ome months ago | took my two-year-old 
daughter Beth to visit Huddersfield 
Community Farm. She loved it. While she 

chased cats around the farm office | talked to Christing 
Miller, the farm manager, about the farm and about 
TocH. From there, itwas a shortstep to considering the 
possibility of a Toc H Project. For various reasons, 
December was a good time for a pilot project, the only 
problem being that working on the farm in the middle a 
winter had its obvious drawbacks! Then Chris said, 
‘What about a Nativity?” 


And that was it. From then on, whenever | mentioned it, 
the idea really enthused people. There was no turning 
back. All we had to do was organise it. There's an old 
Hollywood saying, Never work with children or animals. 
We were about to do both. 


We approached a local school, Rawthorpe Juniors - in 
an area of Huddersfield where we have done a lot of 
work in the past - for budding Marys and Josephs, Wise 
Men, and so on. One of the farm volunteers was a 
Governor of Bradley Junior Schoo! and he undertook to 
secure the services of their choir. The project was to be 
called Away in a Manger, so there had to be carols. 


The volunteer group assembled on Friday evening. Gill 
Bond from the North West Region was leading the 
projects with Roger Giles, Development Officer in West 
Yorkshire. From the moment we realised we were three 
volunteers short, | knew we would need all of Gill and 
Roger's skills and experience. They certainly delivered 
throughout the weekend, from the moment 23 children 
turned up on Saturday morning. (We had expected 16- 
typical conversation: ‘This is Tammy's sister Helen. 
Can she stay?’ ‘Oh go on then.’) 


was acting as back-up/support person, but 

my main role involved pointing a video camera 

in the general direction of the action. And what 
action too. The volunteers, Jane, Liz and Victoria, along 
with Roger and Gill, acted as voice coaches, dressers, 
set designers, teachers and comforters to a group of 
very boisterous, but mostly brilliant, children throughout 
rehearsals on Saturday. The first rehearsal was a 
complete and utter shambles. Fortunately, the second 
one was a lot better. There was hope yet. The kids ran 
out of the rehearsal room, happy and excited. The 
volunteers collapsed in exhausted heaps on the floor. 


Sunday dawned wet and very windy. | arrived at the 
farm, to find that the marquee in which the performance 
was to be held had nearly blown down inthe night. Chris 
was also very worried that the wind would frighten the 
animals. Apart from that, things were fine! 


The kids from Rawthorpe arrived, joined by the Bradley 
School Choir, in uniform and with their teachers. Funny, 


we never had any trouble with them all day and they 
sang like angels. 


— MM 


Due to unforseen circumstances our original ‘Baby 
Jesus’ had to pull out. At the last minute we secured the 
services of a substitute baby, Connor. When | asked his 
mum if she would mind, she said, ‘Mind? I'd love him to 
do it.’ 


y mid-morning the set was ready, complete with 

curtain, which was to be removed during the 

performance to reveal the crib. During the 
rehearsal, | walked round with the video camera and 
saw: an angel being rehearsed behind the curtain next 
to a very bemused-looking cow; Roger, running through 
lines with the eight-year-old narrator; ‘Mary’ attempting 
to mount a very uncooperative donkey; Gill running a 
group of ‘shepherds’ back and forth between the stage 
and dressing room; Liz and Victoria dressing King Herod 
and his courtiers; Dave and Lorna Idle, who'd joined us 
for the day, preparing mince pies and mulled wine for 
after the show. It's all there on film, complete with 
soundtrack, Once in Royal David's City, courtesy of 
Bradley School Choir. To say the adrenalin was flowing 
would be an understatement. 
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Finally, we-were ready. It wouldn't have mattered it we 
weren't because there were 150 people out there 
waiting. The choir sang O Little Town of Bethlehem and 
we were away. 


The donkey didn’t throw Mary to the ground, the cow 
didn't bolt through the choir, the kids remembered their 
lines and spoke them like troupers. The audience clapped 
and clapped. 

i = 

| N fterwards Dennis Kilcommons, who wrote an 
|/.\ article about it all for the Huddersfield Examiner, 
va came up to Chris and me and said, ‘That was 
great, how did it all come about?’ | proceeded to tell him. 
Chris was looking around distractedly. ‘Excuse me’, she 
said, ‘I really must see to that cow.’ And she'd gone. The 
work at the Heritage Farm never stops. Toc H will be 
back for more projects, but for now we'd helped to create 
a performance that celebrated the heart of Christmas, 
the Incarnation, the beginning of Christianity itself. 


Never work with children or animals. Why ever not? 


| In the subsequent article in the Huddersfield Daily 

f Examiner, by Dennis Kilcommons, he described the 

J event as, ‘A marvellous Christmas Nativity performed 
before a packed audience. This was the people's Nativity. 
Children bright and beautiful, breathless and excited. 
Mud underfoot and the elements bristling with bad 
weather. There might be glitzier versions but none more 
memorable.’ He ended his article with the words: ‘A 
young woman in jeans and black leather jacket was 
walking carefully through the mud, gently carrying a 
warm-wrapped bundle. It was time to go, Baby Jesus 
was being taken home by his mum.’ 


Alan Budge, Development Officer & 


BRANCH NEWS 


Welcome to 8 New Members 


Harry Hawkes (Burraton M) 

Elizabeth Brannagan (Central Branch) 
Elizabeth Johnson (Central Branch) 
Revd. Canon Dennis Yates (Ipswich M) 
A .L. ‘Dick’ Devereux (Kempston J) 
Leonard Lane (Lee J) 

William Shaw (Lodden Vale District) 
Myrtle Glanville (Seaford J) 


Publicity News: Mike Lyddiard heard Terry Wogan 
on his early morning Radio Two programme on 4 
January, asking what a Toc H lamp was?, Mike 
quickly faxed some information about Toc H to 
Terry, who read this out to his listeners the following 
morning . 


Yorkshire Television filmed a Community Service 
Announcement at the Horbury Friendship Circle 
in January, as an appeal for more volunteers to help, 
so that the Toc H Circle can meet more frequently. 


Elmstead Joint Branch had an enjoyable Afternoon 
Meeting in November, when two new members were 
initiated by George Berry from Ipswich. Marjorie Taylor 
writes: ‘Gertie Hart has been associated with us for 
many years and has helped everybody around her in 
the spirit of Toc H all her life, but owing to other 
commitments she has not been able to attend evening 
meetings. Joyce Sully has not been known to us for so 
long but has been a great help to us ever since we 
became acquainted. We were pleased that George 
was well enough to join us, as we always welcome his 
visits.” 


Barkingside Branch recently celebrated another year 
of Fellowship and Service. Many friends attended a 
Service of Rededication in the parish church and found 
this a source of inspiration. The Service was followed 
by a Guest Night attended by the Mayor of Redbridge 
and Development Officer, John Burgess. Following 
refreshments, entertainment was provided by a group 
of bellringers from Loughton who played a selection of 
music, using handbells. 


Forthe second year running, Wolverhampton Branch 
held a very successful and enjoyable Barn Dance in 
November. Money raised was shared between local 
charities, and branch members gave individual 
Christmas presents to girls in Shelter Accommodation. 


Buckingham Branch report that their store of 
wheelchairs has now increased by five. John Walsh is 
often hard-pressed to maintain an adequate supply, as 
there is a constant demand. Branch book sales last 
year exceeded £2,500. 
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Wyre Forest Branch took partin a service 
men CRAP Light and then, later biat same week, 
distributed pots of bulbs to the next or kin of people in 
the area who had died during the year. This iS an 
annual task which brings a little cheer at Christmas’, 
writes Revd Bill Elliott. He adds: ‘Thenthere wasa party 
and film show for pensioners who cannot get around 
too well and each person left with a small present. A 
carol service, with lessons anda musical interlude from 
the children of Cleobury Mortimer Primary School, was 
the last event of a busy Christmas schedule. 


From Coupar Angus, Scotland 


an ee a n 


So this is why they are so popular! Staff members Tom 
Elliott and Barry Englefield help at the Coupar Angus | 
Branch afternoon tea party. | 

ie | 


The Coupar Angus Christmas dinner. Were Tom and 


Barry slaving away behind the scenes on this festive 
occasion? | 


Jean Whiteman (CEC) prese 

to Ruby Relf MBE. Ruby joined the Toc 
her Army career as a Sergeant Major and 
support, first in the Midlands and then the South East — 
and South West Region, despite not being a car driver. 
She also managed to take many parties to Talbot 
House. She retired in October 1973 and has always 
remained dedicated to the ideals ‘which we all try to live 
up to’ and to the Four Points of the Compass. 


aa 
E 


John Chew (right) as i 
he is today and 
(above) in his RASC 
uniform in 1940. 


Christmas in Paderborn, Germany 


John Chew, Chairman of Bedford Branch, recently 
featured in a lengthy article in his local newspaper 
abouthis war experiences. John served with the British 
Expeditionary Force on the Franco-Belgian frontier, 
and was captured by a German Panzer Division and 
taken to a British POW camp at Schubin in Poland. On 
Remembrance Day in 1940, a service was held within 
the camp to honour those who had died in the Great 4 
War. John was chosen to read out the words, They © 
shall not grow old.... He was arrested immediately after 
the service for ‘inciting mutiny’ in speaking those very 
words. There had been a misunderstanding, through 
language differences, and each year now on 11 
November, Jonn not only remembers his lost friends, 
he also prays for all interpreters helping to reach better 
understanding between nations. 


Seaford Branch report the good news thatthe decision 
to close the branch last November has been reversed. 
Members now meet fortnightly, under the chairmanship 
of Pam Curtis, and Jeff Knight is the new secretary. 
Outgoing chairman John Winter remains an active 
member. At a recent meeting, programme secretary 
George Smith presented a recorded sequence of 
music in memory of Eveline Knight, Bert Pittock and 
Lil Scales. 


Hugh Tunbridge writes that the 1994 reunion of residents 
of Tubby Clayton’s Vicarage at 42 Trinity Square, 
London EC3, involved another Ladies Dinner, which 
was held on 11 November at London's Royal Overseas 
League. 


eee lM 


Members of Walsall Men’s Branch manned a publicity John Bainbridge, Development Officer in Paderborn, 
stall in Walsall Town Hall in November. They displayed writes thatthere wasa very successful party for children 
material depicting the work of the branch and with severe learning difficulties in Paderborn at 
photographs of the Cannock Chase project. Great Christmas. Fred Mason was Santa and John's lovely 
interest was shown and members answered questions daughter, Heidi, (former Point three cover girl) joined in 


about Toc H. the fun. : 


; i nnesburg. ‘Toc H SA gos 
Toc H Southern Africa reports that a Toc H charity shop has DR g a A i, Alec, Pein al 
forward into another year in very good hands,’ reports Ralph alliy iiron ; ` 
Daphne, John, Glen and Eunice all resuming their offices. 


News from the Branches: he C T 

- in Vi tothe Ca i 
Sun Valley: Milly Merrington reports on an enjoyable outing for the Mountain vio ae agen incl 
Fresh Air Camp. Branch members hosted 33 pre-school children and three tea i as 
| had by all. 
Plumstead: The inter-branch quiz, hosted by Fish Hoek, was a most 
the Quiz Master and question compiler, and there was a suggestion t 
Fish Hoek: Joy Tubb reports that Toc H Fish Hoek will soon appear on the Donors ea He an Pa 
Hospital in recognition of services. Plans are in progress for the 50-50 Fete orga naa i a n's 
Ambulance. The Branch is entitled to half what they make on their stall. A Concert is planned for April/May 
to celebrate the 70th Anniversary of Toc H Southern Africa. 


The Volunteers: Mandy Whitley reports that The Volunteers set up their first branch in East London in 1967 
and recalls with nostalgia the Talbot House Branch in Port Elizabeth. A reunion IS being planned, possibly 


enjoyable get-together. Ralph Kelly was 
hat this should become an annual event. 


in April 1995. 


Rights and Obligations Cameo 


Eee) 
es eit ee 


Seventeen people from Oxford and various other parts 
of the UK met at Cuddesdon in November to discuss 
Rights - especially the rights of disabled people and the 
elderly. Our group included a number of people with 
first-hand experiences of both these states - although 
we were reminded more than once that everyone has 
some degree of disability, and that the term ‘disabled 
people’ does not mean a category of people to which 
one simply does or does not belong. 


The keynote talk was by Dr Stephen Guest of University 
College, London. He talked about the basic idea of 
people having ‘rights’, and explained the difference 
between alegalright and a moral right; and the difference 
between the right to something and the freedom to do 
something. He argued that there was value in the idea 
of moral rights, because it counter-balanced the 
tendency for individuals and minorities to be overlooked 
by over-emphasis on the ‘greatest good of the greatest 
number’, which can unfairly favour majorities. 


We then worked in small discussion groups and wrestled 
with specific issues, such as when does a ‘need’ 
become a ‘right’? We recognised that demanding rights 
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canbe confrontational and that, sometimes, negotiated 
solutions are better, but that the giving of legal rights 
can sometimes give confidence to minority groups and 
can also help to educate others. We also looked at 
specific cases where one person's ‘rights’ seemed to 
conflict with another's, and this led to broader discussion 
about the ways in which people are disadvantaged by 
the attitudes and behaviour of others and by their 
environment. 


Towards the end, two statements were agreed, in two 
groups. Both are commended to Toc H. They are: 


N People first - drop the category - individuals - 
should be given a voice at whatever level. 
Disablement is not necessarily about parts of the 
body or mind, or about chronological age, but 
about lack of resources, eg. provision of facilities, 
information and awareness education. 


BI A key aim of Toc H is to welcome all in 
friendship. 


& This is meaningful if, and only if, we recognise 
and respect the particular needs of individuals. 


E To achieve this we need to make Toc H more 
accessible for people with disabilities through 
appropriate environment, attitudes and support. 


Inevitably, given the topic of the weekend, we tended to 
focus on the fact of people's disabilities and age, but we 
were reminded of the need to try not to categorise 
people. This was summed up near the end by the 
passionate plea from one Participant: 


‘See me, not my wheelchair’. 


John Mitchell @ 


| 


| i i 


aws From 


Charity Challenge. 


Over 400 people visited Talbot House during the Armistice period, 


including a tew World War One veterans. 


The house is now closed until mid-February, allowing for some very 
important work to start. During Phase ll of the restructuring works on the 
second floor, the ‘flat’ will be transformed into three separately accessible 
rooms, and preparations will be made for the installation of an archives 


room. 


Anyone interested in bringing over a party to stay at Talbot House in 
1995 should please communicate with Martine Boone, as soon as 


possible. 


Car Crime CAMEO at Deerbolt 


Young Offender institute 


ie es. JS hes De es PRS Sa 

Toc H has been connected with Deerbolt Young 
Offender Institution for six years and, in that time, 
hundreds of inmates have gone on projects around 
the country. Not many have taken part in CAMEOs, 
which made Tuesday 13 December all the more 
special. This was the first Toc H CAMEO within 
Deerbolt itself - a CAMEO on Car Crime. 


The subject of car crime and joy riding, for anyone 
who owns a car, is bound to be emotive. We all 
know someone who has been a victim, and we all 
live in fear of walking back to our car to find only 


~» 20t House On 10 November, a team of three 
orthampton j2csimen delivered a personal letter of greeting from Her 
Aajesty the Queen to Talbot House. In her letter, Her Majesty recalls 
‘ihe fine work of the Reverend Philip ‘Tubby’ Clayton, who founded this 
house, the birthplace of the Toc Hmovement, 80 years ago.... Long may 
your good work continue.’ This was part of the second Royal Mail 


glass on the ground to show where it had been. Car 
crime has a knock-on effect by increasing the 
amount we have to pay for insurance. 


Eight inmates were involved on the CAMEO - all with 
convictions for joy riding or stealing cars. Three 
prison officers were present, along with four victims 
of car crime, and John Dunwell and | led the 
discussions. The presence of Ken Moss, featured 
before in Point three (September 1994), who was 
blinded in a car crash when chasing a joy rider 
during his former career jn the police force, added a 
powerful dimension. 


This was an emotive CAMEO. One of the 
participants was serving a sentence for the 
manslaughter of two girls while joy riding. | was 
impressed at the honesty of everyone, not only Ken - 
who left me speechless and close to tears as he 
related his accident with no trace of bitterness - but 
also the inmates and the other victims, who were 
very honest about what they had done or how they 
had felt. Chery! Moss also joined in, sharing 
experience from her own perspective and graphically 
relaying the fact that not only Ken had been affected, 
but his whole family. 


As we reflected on the CAMEO at its close, it was 
abundantly clear how much people had been 
touched by what they had seen and heard. It was a 
clear example of how effective CAMEOs are in 
making us examine where we come fram, how we 
meet each other, and how we face our differences, 
even though this was uncomfortable for everyone 
concerned on this particular event. 


Norah Phipps 
Field Officer ™ 
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s | drove towards the ancient village of 

Beaulieu, New Forest ponies and strangely 

shaped leafless trees loomed large and 
ghostly, temporarily trapped in the beam of my 
headlamps. | found myself reminded of the many 
legends and strange happenings associated with this 
part of the world, and hurried along accordingly. A 
dark and damp December night is perhaps not the 
best time to visit the New Forest in the heart of rural 
Hampshire. It was with some relief that | turned 
towards the Abbey Church of Beaulieu, with its warm 
and welcoming lights splintering in a myriad of 
colours through the stained glass windows. 


It was already a hive of activity inside the church and 
the accompanying hall, where Toc H members were 
busily engaged in making arrangements for the 24- 
hour Vigil ahead. What's more, the kettle was on the 
boil! Very welcome after the long and very bleak 
drive from Dunstable. World Chain of Light 1994 was 
about to get under way. 


As we gathered in the Church, and the appointed 
hour drew nearer, one could not fail to be struck by 
the happy atmosphere and the feeling of anticipation. 
Members representing Andover, Lymington, Hartley 
Wintney, Parkhurst, Milford-on-Sea and Weymouth 
Branches, plus representatives from South Dorset 
and Wessex Districts steadily filled the pews, 
together with a number of individual members such 
as Elizabeth Bacon, former Women's Association 
staff member. So many members in fact, that John 
Stevens, who had organised the event, ran out of 


Service Sheets! 
T Light 1994, the Abbey Church, Beaulieu, has 
special significance because of its past 
connections with Tubby Clayton, commemorated in a 
particularly eye-catching plaque on the West wall. 
Also, of course, was the fact that the event heralded 
the start of Toc H's 80th year of work and witness. At 
9.00 pm the simple and moving service reached its 


he place chosen to launch World Chain of 
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climax. We reflected on the past and looked to the 
future of our Movement and celebrated in style with 
the now little-used Grand Chain of Light. A wonderful 
experience for all concerned and, for me personally, 
an opportunity to renew my commitment to Toc H's 
future. Thank you to all of Southern Region. 


Mike Lyddiard 


And Betty Cornick, Chairman Toc H 
Southern Region, adds: 


Thank you for your warm and welcome greetings for 
the World Chain of Light. The whole occasion was a 
memorable and moving experience for us here in the 
Southern Region of the UK. 


our greetings were conveyed to all present 
and were warmly appreciated. We were 
aparticularly gratified to hear from Toc H in 
India, Trivandrum - South India, Tasmania, 
Queensland - Australia (Tubby’'s birthplace), Adelaide 
- South Australia, Thebarton - South Australia, 
Wellington - New Zealand, Paris, Stockport in 
Cheshire, the North Wales and North West Region of 
the UK and St Albans - Herts. 


All the messages we received were displayed and 
read in detail by the members who, two or three at a 
time, watched by the lamp throughout these 24 hours. 
Your words brought home to us all in a very real 
sense the assurance that we are in truth members of 
one world-wide family, bound by ties of history, facing 
similar challenges, tackling similar tasks, coping with 
similar problems, joined together by similar rich 
experiences of fellowship and service as we work 
towards our similar goals of building God's Kingdom 
in the hearts of men. 


May God bless you all and keep us united in Spirit as 
we endeavour to take this strange and wonderful 
Movement of Toc H into another year and onwards 
towards another century. | 


H Hedaru, 


Th Ediher, Doet 3, 
1 Forage Cios 


Point three News 


| have just read the account of the 1994 Central Council 
Meeting. | last attended one in the 1950s and remember 
that George Davis, who spoke this time, was present 
and spoke at that one too! It’s nice to see the ‘old uns’ 
carry on. 


| recall Don Lockhart also speaking at my last Council, 
and was sorry to hear that he has gone to the Elder 
Brethren. Another person present at that meeting at 
Swanwick, and also no longer with us, was Mayne 
Elson. He was giving some of us a lift back to Watford 
inhis car, when he suddenly came down with a bad cold 
and someone else had to drive. 


It is very moving to read the tributes, paid to members 
who have died, from their old colleagues, and remarkable 
how many fine people have passed through Toc H. We 
will remember them. 


Tributes 


We regret to announce the death of the following members 


In August Bernard Carrier (Crewe & N Staffs District) 
In September Myrtle Tingle (Late Dersingham) 
In October Walter Powell (Llandrindod Wells) 
In November Gerald ‘Gerry’ Hayes (London District) 
Revd. Canon ‘Rex’ Williams (Seaford) 
In December Margaret Bridge (Leominster) 
Robert Brine (Crewkerne) 
George Liddle (Central Branch) 
Victor Martin (Medway & Sheppey District) 
Anne Nuttall (Belfairs) 
Ronald Rice (Felpham) 
Alan Robson (Solihull) 


George Liddle, who died on 28 December, started his career as a 
Marksman in Calcutta. He was introduced to Tac H in India by George 
Davis. George enjoyed a very successful career in the tea trade and, 
following his return to England, he was asked by George Davis to 
become Honorary Treasurer. He accepted and held office at the very 
difficult time following Tubby's death. He was prominent in the move of 
Headquarters to Wendover, was a founder of the Tubby Clayton Fund. 
and an inaugural trustee of Alison House. For those who worked with him, 
he was cherished as a firm believer in short-committees and a very 
Steadfast friend, whose support could be relied on. Sadly, he suffered a 
long illness in later years, which isolated him from his friends, but the 
memory of his work and friendship will endure. KR 


Many members and friends will be saddened to hear that Vic Martin, of 
Warden Manor fame, joined the Elder Brethren on 10 December at the 
age of 93. A founder member of the Oxford Branch in 1922, he and his 
first wite Susan (‘Bill’) became the first wardens of the Manor in 1933 
when it was used as a holiday home for Toc H members and their friends. 
During the Second World War, Vic served in the RAF until 1945, when 
he joined Bill to open the Toc H Services Club in Fallingbostel, returning 
to the Manor in 1946 until his retirement in 1962. Vic was also an active 


As | was in the B.E.F., | went on the 50th Anniversary 
to Dunkirk in 1990 and the next year went on the tour of 
the battlefields. Visiting Gilbert Talbot's grave, the Pool 
of Peace and Vimy Ridge, were all moving occasions 
but, most of all, attending the Last Post Ceremony at the 
Menin Gate was enough to make me weep. 


Tim Daly 
(made a member in Cairo in 1941) 
Richmond-upon-Thames 


News from Talbot House 


We have just received the Friends of Talbot House 
Newsletter and were very pleased to read that the new 
bedroom has been formally named ‘Suftys’. This is a 
very fitting tribute to Angele and Sylvain, whom we had 
the pleasure of meeting on several visits to Poperinge. 
They certainly were a very dedicated couple. 


Our thanks to Greta and Connie for keeping us up to 
date with the happenings at Talbot House. 


Charles and Doris Greenslade 
Honiton 


member of Eastehurch Branch, served for many years asa member of the 
Board of Prisan Visitors at Eastchurch Open Prison, and as an auxiliary 
coastguard. Sadly Bill died from a tragic accident in March 1962 and, in 
November 1963, Vic married Louie Carter of Luton Branch. Tagether they 
fulfilled his retirement plans, until her death in 1986. A man of integrity and 
a simple Christian belief, he loved his fellow men, animals and birds. 
Steam railway enthusiast, beekeeper, historian, guide and raconteur par 
excellence, his reputation spread far beyond the barders of Sheppey. He 
was indeed a legend in his own time and one can feel with confidence that 
the trumpet has sounded for him on the other side. AH 


Harry Coutts, Chairman of the former Entield Branch, died on 2 October, 
aged 84 years. He joined the Branch in 1927 as a founder member and 
was Chairman of the North London District for many years. Under his 
Chairmanship, the branch sponsored outings for blind and handicapped 
people, the Talking Book Scheme and the alarm system for housebound, 
handicapped folk. He owned a very large garden which he made available 
for Toc H garden parties, attended at least once by Tubby Clayton. 
APL 


With the death of Walter Powell on 3 October, Llandrindod Wells Branch 
has lost its oldest member. In 1932, Walter joined a group af young men 
to start a branch of Toc H. He saw in the Movement the embodiment of his 
own Christian ideals and an opportunity to participate in communal 
Christian activities to help his fellow men. The Llandrindod Lamp was 
given to the Branch by Walter in memory of his two brothers and a friend, 
all of whom had died as a result of war service. Walter attended the 
Coming of Age Festival at the Crystal Palace in 1936, where he shook 
hands with the Duke of Kent and Tubby Clayton. He maintained his 
allegiance to Toc H to the very end. In his last years he was unable to 
attend meetings, but members kept close touch with him and, on his 90th 
birthday, elected him to be their President for Life; an hanour he greatly 
appreciated. He was loved as a friend and counsellor by countless 
numbers of people across the generations which encompassed his long 
life, and will be sadly missed by all who knew him. SAJ 


James Davidson, a member of the former Broughty Ferry Branch, died 
on 3 January aged 85. James had been a member of Toc H for about 50 
years, originally in the Coupar Angus Branch. An active member, he was 
involved for several years in organising concerts in Dundee Hospital. 
FH 
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Toc H Neri os! Region DISCOV.» © PEACE 
Share the Peace Camp | A Retreat led by i>. Gian Johnson 


at Toc H Cuddesdon House 


Friday 5 to Monday 8 May 1995 
Wednesday 26 to Friday 28 April 1995 
On Monday 8 May we shall be celebrating 50 years | 
of peace following the end of the Second World War. ! | A retreat is an opportunity to step back to regain 
But, even as we remember that great victory of | | inner strength before advancing, renewed, to 
freedom over tyranny, we need to think of those who | | everyday life. 
are caught up in conflict today. Fifty years on, there 
is war in many parts of the world, there is strife and | | The theme of Discovering Peace will be explored 
violence in our own country, on the streets of our | | through the form of addresses to reflect upon, and 
communities and within many families. periods of silence. This is particularly appropriate 
in the year we commemorate the anniversary of 
This Peace Camp will be more than just a} | the end of the Second World War. 
commemoration of the past. It will be a time to reflect 


on present conflicts and to rededicate ourselves to | | Cost £50 per person. Deposit of £30 required on 
Share the Peace by being together for a Vigil for | | booking. The price includes all sessions, 
Peace at Eden Camp - a modern history museum | | accommodation and meals from Wednesday lunch 


dedicated to the Second World War and a premier to Friday morning coffee inclusive. 
| tourist attraction in North Yorkshire. The event 
| promises to be stimulating, poignant, spiritually Applications to: Revd Alan Johnson at Toc H 
challenging, immense fun and much more - definitely | | Headquarters. 
not to be missed! EAs ak 


In best Peace Camp fashion, accommodation willbe | Poetry Competition 

under canvas (at a cost of £10) or, for an additional As part of the 1995 Celebrations, Toc H will be 

£10, accommodation can be provided in a youth ra 

hostel. Please indicate your preference clearly when running, an Open Fosti ampai as 
; yoI y theme of The Human Spirit. We are delighted to 


| applying have the support of the poet Jamie McKendrick 

in this venture. Jamie will judge the competition | 
and present the prizes during the afternoon of | 
Sunday 28 May at Cuddesdon House, Oxford. 
Jamie will also be giving a reading from his own 
published work. 


Mrs Suzanne Dunwell 
31 Otterbeck Way, Bedale, 
North Yorks DL8 IXL Tel: 01677 425152. 
Closing date for applications: 31 March 1995 


We are hoping that this innovative project for the 
celebratory year will raise the profile of Toc H 


Age Resource Action Scheme both nationally and locally. 


for 1995 


‘Further information and an application form for 
entry can be obtained from Jackie Bartlett or 


Barcl B i inuing th 
dis Panic ples conta p ine wie Ruth Boyd at Headquarters. 


funding of grants under the Barclays Age 


Resource Action Scheme for 1995. Grants 
of between £500 and £2,000 encourage | Kent Day 1 995 


groups of older people to contribute their 


time, skills and experience to local Will take place in Ashford on 17 June and will 
initiatives. Closing date for entries is celebrate Talbot House with Jacques 
1 March 1995. An application form is | Ryckebosch and other speakers. 

available from The Grants Unit, Age 
Concern England, 1268 London Road, 
London SW16 Don Woolley Tel: 0303 813355 


Further details next month, or contact: 


al A _!,. Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks betore 

S iti roll | AQ © publication day, which is the 23rd of the preceding month The charge is 10p a 
word (minimum £1) plus VAT, to Point three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be obtained from 
the Editorial Office. Toc H Headquarters. 1 Forest Close. Wendover, Aylesbury. Bucks HP22 6BT. 


Falmouth Toc H Holiday House 
Accommodation for 5 plus cot. 
Open May to September. 
Enquiries Ron Gatiss - Tel- 0326 312689 
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